International Business News
July 2021

Florida Harbor Pilots

Navigating ocean vessels into ports

Laura DiBella, Executive Director
Florida Harbor Pilots Association

Also in this issue: Spotlight on Florida Exporters / Slovenia Travel Tips /
International News / Slovenia Business Tips

Savino Del Bene – Your Global Solution
Savino Del Bene is an international freight forwarding company providing customers
with integrated, efficient, cost-effective solutions and multi-modal transportation services to meet your business goals worldwide.
With Fast Tracking across all modes and industries with offices throughout the world.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Customs Brokerage
Air Freight
Ocean Freight
Overland
Logistics Solutions
Information Technology
Insurance

In Kansas City, Contact Matt Haerer, Branch Manager, at 816.842.6701, ext. 701
matt.haerer@savinodelbene.com
1201 Erie Street, North Kansas City, MO 64116
Visit our website for our international certifications
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Most of us take for granted that ocean vessels make
it into ports and are docked. What many of us do not
know is exactly how this is accomplished.
In this edition of IBNewsmag, we describe the longtime training and skills Florida Harbor Pilots must
have to guide those huge container and cruise ships
to their berths. As you will read, these harbor pilots
often work under dangerous conditions – especially
in open seas where the weather can be challenging
and because they must clamber up rope ladders
when moving from one vessel to another.
While we’re on it, Florida is home to many small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that export goods
and services.
Ninety-five percent (95%) of Florida exporters are
small or medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) with 500
or fewer employees. They accounted for 52 percent
of Florida exports in 2019. Florida exports of both
goods and services go to some 225 counties,
according to recent government reports. The state
stimulates the export activities of many SMEs, for
example, in the form of grants and research from
Enterprise Florida and the Florida Small Business
Development Center, respectively.
When you read about five of these SMEs in our
Spotlight on Florida Exporters you will learn about
the diversity of products these companies export.
Most importantly, our prayers and thoughts are with
the victims and families of those injured or lost in the
Champlain South Tower tragedy.
Frederick Baehner
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Expert Florida harbor pilots navigate vessels
safely into ports

One of the Florida Harbor Pilot boats stands by as a pilot climbs aboard.

How many of us understand how cargo and cruise
vessels navigate safely into our nation’s ports?
As the Florida Harbor Ports Association (FHPA)
website describes it, “…is comprised of nearly 100
highly skilled and highly trained harbor pilots that
serve each of Florida’s 14 deep-water ports.”
Nearly all foreign flag vessels, from container to
cruise ships and many yachts are required by state
law to use these highly trained pilots to guide them
through local weather conditions and channels to
ensure their safety any time day or night – and at
no expense to the taxpayer as pilotage in Florida is
funded by ship handles alone.
These pilots, male and female, board ships by way
of rope ladders from a pilot boat to the vessel in
often heavy seas to access the vessel’s bridge. Calm
seas can be a rarity, so pilots regularly brave the
IBNewsmag TM

elements as they endure the movement of large
vessels in tumultuous seas to grab hold of the rope
ladder – one of the many dangerous requirements
of the job.
When vessels are ready to depart from a port,
pilots navigate it back out to the open sea where
they must disembark the same way they embarked,
using the rope ladder to make their way down to
the pilot vessel.
Make no mistake about it, there have been harbor
pilot injuries and even fatalities in the past. Fortunately, none have occurred in Florida in recent
years.
Perhaps their greatest challenge came during the
COVID-19 pandemic when the FHPA scrambled to
get early testing and PPE for pilots while convincing the state and federal agencies that pilots were
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essential workers just like other front-line workers.
“We could not afford to lose any pilots to the strict
quarantine requirements back then, or heaven
forbid, the disease itself as it takes years to train a
Florida harbor pilot,” said Laura DiBella, Executive
Director of the FHPA.
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A Florida Harbor Pilot begins his
ascent on a 60 ft rope ladder in
the open seas.

The Florida Harbor Pilots Association dates to 1868
when navigational technology was essentially nonexistent. Back then, as now, the need for piloting
skills were essential for navigating channel hazards
such as shoaling, rock or other unseen obstructions.
Up until 2019 the FHPA did not have a full-time
executive director – someone to communicate to
various levels of government as well as the public
at large on the essential role of harbor pilots.
It was then that the association brought on Ms.
DiBella, who served many years on the economic
development front along with several years as Port
Director at the Port of Fernandina.
Florida is the cruise capitol of the world, and home
to the top three largest cruise ports - Port Miami,
Port Canaveral, and Port Everglades in that order,
with Key West being among the top ports of call.
According to Ms. DiBella, JAXPORT is Florida’s
largest container port by volume and the nation’s

A pilot boat leading a cruise vessel into port.

number 2 vehicle-handling port, which we covered
in our January 2020 edition of IBNewsmag.
Considering Florida’s heavy vessel traffic of both
cargo and cruise, its just shy of 100 harbor pilots
are on constant duty making sure the ships get in
and out safely.
These pilots undergo years of training as described
in the FHPA website description of Training & Qualifications.
For more detailed information, visit the website,
https://floridapilots.com.
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Spotlight on Florida Exporters
America Energy

Awareness Technology

Contact: Alberto Aure, CEO/President,
albertoaure@america-energy.com

Contact:   Mary Freeman,
mfreeman@awaretech.com

International Business: For ten years Alberto Aure primarily made air compressors and vacuum systems in
Venezuela. After moving his operation to South Florida,
he determined that the same products would have a
wider reach in the US. As a new company here, America
Energy had to develop a network of providers from
scratch and build a distributor network in the local and
foreign market.

International Business: Established in 1982, Florida Manufacturer Awareness Technology Inc. has been meeting
the challenges of supplying diagnostic testing kits and instruments to the many small and midsized laboratories
around the world. The company began designing and
manufacturing chemistry analyzers for American labs but
as the US laboratory industry underwent a major consolidation, labs were replaced by blood collection sites, and
the need for small analyzers was greatly reduced. That
is when the company turned its attention to the export
market where today many small labs compete for testing
business to serve local hospitals, doctors and even provide
patient direct services especially in rural communities.
In some countries people prefer a personal relationship
with their lab, especially for monitoring chronic diseases
and/or rapid, refrigerated sample transportation may not
be reliable or affordable. Awareness Technology identified the countries where demand was still present and
growing. By the 1990’s more than 70% of its production
was exports and remains so to this day. Its distributors
were a terrific source of information about what their
customers wanted in terms of product enhancements
and future developments. To be successful in the export
market, products had to be lower cost so that they could
still be competitive after freight and import duties. They
had to be rugged and well packaged for transportation
and storage. Moreover, they had to be easy to use and
require very little maintenance and infrequent repair. In
some cases, manuals and displays had to be translated
into multiple languages. The company earned the E- Star
award in 2005. Although medical laboratories are still
the largest sector, Awareness Technology now produces
instruments for other life science applications including
food and water testing, in over 100 countries.

Location: Pembroke Pines, FL

Some of the requirements included designing products
according to NFPA specifications, becoming UL listed,
using only ASME certified tanks in the products, and implementing a quality management system based on ISO
9001:2015 standards, for which the company is currently
in the process of certification.
America Energy provides suiting solutions in its market
by designing, manufacturing, and selling air compressors, vacuum systems, and oxygen generators.
International Activities: Its central strategic location
between America and the world are a distinct advantage.
Moreover, the company can conveniently communicate
with its clients in English or Spanish.These capabilities
give America Energy an appealing position in the international market, so that it has become the preferred choice
for several Latin America customers.
Approximately 40% of the company’s sales are due
to its presence in the USA and 14 countries - mainly in
Latin America, which is the region where Mr. Aure and
his company have seen the biggest growth potential. In
2020, when the pandemic struck, the company saw itself
in the advantageous situation of having abundant work,
given that the products it manufactures are primarily destined for hospitals. In late 2020, America Energy began
manufacturing oxygen generation systems, to include in
its assortment of products.
For additional information visit the website:
www.america-energy.com

Location: Palm City, FL

International Activities: Facing several challenges, in
recent years there is an ever-growing body of import requirements. In some countries such as Brazil and Russia,
it can take 2-3 years to get a medical product licensed.
The number of regulations and the cost of meeting them
has increased steadily. Competition from foreign government-subsidized manufacturers can also be challenging. Some countries are restricting imports to encourage
in-country development. It is also neither easy nor in-
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expensive to protect designs from imitators. The recent
pandemic disrupted provision of installation and maintenance services. Having experienced some setbacks,
Awareness Technology is especially grateful for services
such as Enterprise Florida’s (EFI) grant program to help
get back to international live tradeshows this year. One
of its chemistry analyzers was observed at a base camp
on Mt. Everest, and its immunoassay instruments are
being used for COVID testing around the world today.
See more at: www.awaretech.com

Hyperform – SeaDek Marine
Products
Location: Rockledge, FL

Contact: Jason Gardner, promotions@seadek.com
International Business: The groundwork for Hyperform,
SeaDek’s parent company, was laid in 1984 with the creation of Wilson Fins, a small company that manufactured
fiberglass surfboard and sailboard fins. With the success
of Wilson Fins, Hyperform began its work with closed-cell
EVA foam as a nonskid decking solution. SeaDek offered
an innovative alternative to molded-in nonskid and
painted on textures that the marine industry had been
using for years. Within a few short years, many leading
OEM boat builders soon turned to SeaDek as a factory-installed nonskid option for their new models. This placed
SeaDek at the forefront of the marine decking industry
and cemented the brand as a standard for quality and innovation. During the 2008 recession, as new boat building quickly tapered off, SeaDek pivoted to the aftermarket. Focusing its advertising and marketing on used boats
and retail products, the company emerged with a diverse
product offering. This diversification continues today,
in addition to products offered to the marine industry;
sister brands such as SwimDek and EndeavourDek have
been developed to deliver specifically designed products
for pool, spa and terrestrial applications.
International Activities: SeaDek ultimately decided to
test the international demand for its products by exhibiting at the Marine Equipment Trade Show (METS) in
2015. In 2016, with the assistance of grant funds from
Enterprise Florida and research conducted by the Florida
Small Business Development Center, SeaDek developed
and implemented an export marketing strategy. That
study identified and prioritized export markets for the

company, and it ultimately found itself exhibiting at trade
shows in Cannes (France), Dubai (United Arab Emirates),
and Sydney, Australia. As we exhibited at these events,
our SeaDek Certified Fabricator and Installer network
increased exponentially to the point where SeaDek now
has dealers and installers in more than 30 countries and
employs more than 150 people. By collaborating with
adhesive manufacturers like 3M and its multiple raw material suppliers, it is now developing products for use in
swimming pools, hot tubs, RVs, golfcarts and other applications where traction and aesthetics are a prominent
component. The company streamlined its export manufacturing, financing, and logistics enabling it to identify and
comply with various regulatory requirements overseas.
See more at: www.seadek.com

Infinium Medical, Inc.
Location: Largo, FL

Contact: Aydin Bilgutay,
aydin.bilgutay@infiniummedical.com
International Business: Infinium Medical is a patient
monitor manufacturer and medical device supplier. Its
focus is on surgical equipment and telehealth projects
across the world. Its CLEO Plus telehealth monitor allows
major hospitals to remotely monitor vast numbers of
patients in rural areas and allows patients and doctors
to spot trends over time and conference for telehealth
visits.
International Activities: Infinium exports to over 50
countries with a strong presence in SE Asia and the
Middle East. The company regularly exhibited at Arab
Health in the United Arab Emirates (Dubai). Enterprise
Florida Inc (EFI) has been actively engaged with the company’s export strategy since at least 2015 and that organization has exhibited at trade shows or participated on
an EFI missions in South and Central America, Southeast
Asia, Germany and the UAE.
Arab Health is the largest gathering of healthcare and
trade professionals in the MENA (Middle East North
Africa) region. The 2021 edition of the event will welcome
more than 3,500 exhibiting companies and 52,000 plus
attendees from 159 countries. In addition to a brick-andmortar event, Arab Health will be available on demand
virtually through July 2022 (the next show date. For
International Business News
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at least the last six years, EFI has maintained a Florida
pavilion at the show, and participation has grown from
less than half a dozen to 29 exhibiting this year. MENA
is a strategic regional market for Florida, and it regularly hosts exhibitors at the Dubai Int’l Boat Show and the
Dubai Air Show in addition to Arab Health.
See more at: www.infiniummedical.com

Paradigm Parachute & Defense Inc.
Location: Pensacola, FL

Contact: Aaron Nazaruk, CEO,
aaaron.nazaruk@paradigmparachute.com
International Business: Paradigm Parachute & Defense
Inc. is a service-disabled veteran owned small business
(SDVOSB) founded in 2019 that provides high-quality, precision- manufactured, military-style parachute
systems and associated defense products to global commercial, government, humanitarian, and space exploration customers. The company focuses on providing full
all-encompassing solutions by combining and integrating
the complex support elements needed to conduct advanced airdrop and aerial delivery operations. While Paradigm has made a significant commitment to being the
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leading manufacturer of cargo parachutes, they actively
manufacture parachutes for other applications, including
personnel, aircraft recovery & deceleration, munitions,
as well as all associated hardware and platforms. They
also offer mobile training and services teams consisting
of expert Parachute Riggers and Loadmasters with all
necessary civilian and US DoD certifications.
International Activities: Paradigm has identified international need for its products and solutions through industry networks and government channels and began
exporting products in late 2020. As a result, its export
distribution channels have grown ten-fold, becoming a prominent revenue stream for the company. The
company now exports to 20 countries employing over
30 people and has built key relationships necessary to
continue export market growth. Paradigm has been able
to overcome growing pains associated with penetrating export markets with the help of the Florida Export
Finance Corporation and other strategic partners who
provided expertise and support in international business, finance and logistics. Paradigm is growing into a
world class aerospace and defense solutions provider to
the world.
See more at: www.paradigmparachute.com

Express News from Around the World
Asahi Shimbun
• Kawasaki Heavy Industries built world`s first
tanker for liquid hydrogen.
• Per national government order, municipalities in Japan will start issuing certificates that
confirm a person has been vaccinated for Covid19. International travelers from Japan are the
first targets.
• Based on an Asahi Shimbun poll of Japanese
CEOs, they expect a sluggish economy ahead.
• Japan is moving forward to hold large IT companies accountable for dominance in a key market
segment. Google and Apple account for about
90% of all operating software.
Korea Times
• South Korean refineries are increasing investment in hydrogen fuels refining.
• Forty civic groups in South Korea are calling on
government to ensure foreign residents have
equal access to Covid-19 vaccines.

•
•
•

North Korea is upgrading and expanding its
Sunchon Airbase, which has their most modern
aircraft.
The US has approved anti-dumping tariffs on
car tires from South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Vietnam.
A new Chinese law passed to counter foreign
sanctions is causing Korean business operations
in the US and China to engage in greater balancing act between the 2 countries.

Deutsche Welle (Germany)
• Germany sees domestic recovery accelerating.
• Brazilian government approved a plan to privatize Electrobras, South America`s largest stateowned energy provider.
• Germany`s economic minister believes that the
dispute about US steel and aluminum tariffs can
be sorted out.
Express News, continued on page 13
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Slovenia. Off the beaten path but worth exploring.
The small, former Yugoslav country of Slovenia may
not be well-known among Americans. Those who
understand the significance of honeybees to the
health of our planet, however, may be more familiar
with this apiary-friendly land.
Home to the first beekeeping school in the world,
among a population of 2 million, nearly one of every
200 Slovens is a beekeeper. This national interest in
preserving our honeybee stems, in part, from Slovenian’s love of the sticky, sweet, nectar of the gods.
From the incorporation of honey into many of their
favorite foods and the use of apitherapy (honey
products) to treat injuries, chronic pain and as an
ingredient in beauty products, to their influence
over international policies relating to the protection
of bees, it is clear that bees are an integral part of
Slovene culture.
For those interested in learning more about honeybees, the beekeeper at family-owned Beekeeping
Ambrozic-Kralov med, Blaz Ambrozic, offers tours
of his property. Additionally, he can be booked
to teach visitors how to work as beekeepers. This
unique experience is sure to make a lover of bees
out of all who visit!
Aside from sites and activities directly related to
honeybees, there are plenty of other “sweet” things
to see and do in this magical little country. If you
find yourself in Slovenia or with an opportunity to
buzz on over there, here are suggestions of things
to see and do:
1. The young, trendy, cool and clean capital city
of Ljubljana is in the center of Slovenia, both
culturally and geographically speaking. From
here, many of the country’s most fascinating
and popular sites can be visited on day trips.
Before seeking additional adventures, make
sure to see enough of this great city to fully
appreciate its unique beauty, feel and charm.
With the city center mostly free from cars and
only low emissions public transportation
allowed, this is a comfortable city to walk in
and simply soak up the vibrant culture. While

here, be sure to see the 900-year-old Ljubljana
Castle by taking a tourist train, funicular or
simply hiking to the top of the picturesque hill.
Ljubljana Castle

Take a Ljubljanica River trip on a cruise boat to
best appreciate the creative urban design. Check
in at the Metelkova, a complex of old barracks
which have been transformed into a unique
cultural center, offering art galleries, live music,
bars, street art, food and shops. Walk across one
of the first reinforced concrete bridges in Europe,
the Dragon Bridge. Cross the Triple Bridge and
wander onto the famous Preseren Square. Other
things not to be missed here are Central Market,
Tivoli Park, Ljubljana Cathedral, Franciscan
Church of the Annunciation, National Museum
of Slovenia and National Gallery of Slovenia. For
one of the very best views, visit the café on the top
floor of the famous high-rise, known as Neboticnik.
Lake Bled

2. Visit the Slovenian resort town of Bled. High
in the Julian Alps, this beautiful town is perhaps
best known for the spectacular Lake Bled.
While here, visit the 11th century Bled Castle,
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which sits atop a cliff overlooking the lake and
is home to museums, a café and a souvenir
shop. Enjoy beautiful views walking along the
lake promenade and take a boat ride to visit
the island church.

less authenticity. If there isn’t time for both, the
Skocjan Caves might be a better choice.
6. One of the most spectacular sites to see is the
Predjama Castle. Built inside a mountain, this is
the largest cave castle in the world!

3. Admire Slovenia’s highest mountain peak on
Mt. Triglav. Located in Slovenia’s only national
park, the scenery here is some of the best in
Eastern Europe.

World oldest vine

4. Visit Slovenia’s second largest city, Maribor. Not
only are there colorful streets, squares, and the
Maribor Castle to explore, Maribor is home
to the world’s oldest vine, which is a must see.
While here, wine enthusiasts should check out
the local vineyards for some wine tasting.
By Lisa Osborne Blalock
Footloose Travel & Tours
lisa@footloosetravelandtours.com

5. Descend into the Skocjan Caves. This UNESCO
World Heritage Site is one of the largest under
ground canyons in the world! The Postojna
Caves are more famous, and are also worth a
visit, but that fame also brings more crowds and

Stay Cool!

Perhaps you can finally take that long-deferred vacation
this summer. If so, good wishes for cool water, warm
sand, fun music, souvenirs, and balmy evenings!
Contact us when you return! Transimpex Translations will
be ready to provide you quality translations, professional
interpreters, and interpreting equipment, as always.
No matter what... stay cool!

TRANSIMPEX

Translators • Interpreters • Editors • Consultants, Inc.
2300 Main St., 9th Floor, Kansas City, MO 64108
Tel: 816-561-3777 • Fax: 816-561-5515
www.transimpex.com
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PROFILE:
Slovenia

A Few Practical Tips for
Doing Business in Slovenia
• Largest business organizations are either under
government control or the government has the
ability to veto any decision.
• Significant business decisions are made strictly
by upper management.
• Slovenians are punctual and like others to be on
time for meetings.
• Being late is considered extremely rude, demonstrates lack of respect, and will be interpreted
as a sign of not being serious.
• Do not compare Slovenia to other countries who
were part of Yugoslavia e.g. Serbia and Croatia.
• Quality in products and services is very important.
• A significant proportion of workers hold undergraduate and postgraduate degrees.
• Many younger managers obtained degrees in
European and US universities.
• Computers are widely used.
• There is a stable labor market.

• Do not mix business with pleasure.
• Do not speak badly about your competitors.

INTRODUCTION

Brief History
• Part of Austro-Hungarian Empire until 1918.
• 1918 - Slovenians joined Serbs and Croats in
establishing a new country.
• 1929 - New country was named Yugoslavia.
• 1991 - Slovenia established its independence
after 10-day war.
• 2004 - Joined EU and NATO.
• 2007 - Joined EuroZone and Schengen.
Note: The Schengen Area is an area comprising 26
European countries that have officially abolished
all passports and all other types of border control
at their mutual borders.

LOCATION

South Central Europe in the Julian Alps between
Austria and Croatia. Bordering countries are
Austria, Croatia, Hungary and Italy.
International Business News
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GENERAL INFORMATION

• Government Type: Parliamentary Republic
• Capital: Ljubljana
• Literacy Rate: 99.7%
• Size: Slightly smaller than New Jersey
• Population: 2.1M (July 2021 est.)
• Population Growth Rate: 0.03% (2021 est.)
• Population Distribution: Even distribution
throughout most of the country

ECONOMY

Advantages include excellent infrastructure,
well-educated workforce, and strategic location
between the Balkans and Western Europe. Resources include lignite, lead, zinc, building stone,
hydropower, and forests. Despite its small size, it
is very important since many of Europe`s major rail
lines and roads run through Slovenia.
• Unemployment Rate: 7.64% (2019 est.)
• Currency Exchange Rate: 1 US Dollar = 0.84 Euros
(6/23/21)
• GDP: $53.74B (2019)
• GDP Growth Rate: 2.44% (2019)
• Labor Force: 885,000 (2020 est.)
• Labor Force Breakdown: Agriculture - 5.5%,
Industry - 31.2%, Services - 63.3% (2017 est.)
• Major Industries: Agriculture (milk, corn,
wheat, grapes, barley, potatoes, poultry, apples,
beef, pork), ferrous metallurgy, aluminum
products, lead and zinc smelting, electronics
(including military electronics), trucks, automobiles, electric power equipment, wood products, textiles, chemicals, machine tools

INTERNATIONAL SHADE

Total Product Exports: $44.8B (2020)
Major Exports (2020): pharmaceuticals - $8B,
vehicles - $7.4B, electrical machinery/equipment $4.5B, machinery including computers - $4.4B, plastics, plastic articles - $1.8B, mineral fuels, including
oil - $1.5B, iron, steel - $1.4B, aluminum - $1.2B,
furniture, bedding, lighting, signs, prefab buildings,
wood - $1B
Major Export Partners (2020): Germany - 16.6%,
Switzerland -10.3%, Italy - 9.1%, Croatia - 7%,
Austria - 6.1%, Hungary - 4.7%, France - 4.5%,
Poland - 4.55, Serbia - 3.9%, Slovakia - 2.6%, Czech
Republic - 2.6%, Bosnia and Herzegovina - 2.5%
Total Product Imports (2019): $11.19B
Major Imports (2019): packaged medicines $3.96B, cars - $2.57B, refined petroleum - $2.44B,
vehicle parts - $1.47B, delivery trucks - $749M
IBNewsmag TM
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Major Import Partners (2019) - Germany - 14%,
Italy - 12%, Austria - 8%, Switzerland - 8%, China - 7%

ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWS SITES
• Slovenia Times - general news www.sloveniatimes.com
• Total Slovenia News - general news www.total-slovenia-news.com

SAMPLING OF COMPANIES

• Academa - software - www.academa.si Ljubljana
• Adria Mobil - motorhomes & trailers www.adria-mobil.com - Novo Mesto
(Note: Acquired by French company - Trigano in
2017)
• XLab – software - www.xlab.si/?lang=en Ljubljana
• Alpina - sneakers, snow boots, shoes www.alpina.si - Alpina
• Tomos - motorcycles & mopeds www.tomos.si - Kopar
• Amebis - language technologies www.amebis.si - Kamnik
• Litostroj - heavy machinery e.g., water turbines
- www.litostrojpower.com - Ljubljana
• Elan - sports equipment - www.elan.si Begunje na Gorenjskem • KRKA - pharmaceuticals, animal health products,
health resort and tourist services www.krka.biz/en - Novo Mesto
• Gorenje - home appliances www.gorenjegroup.com - Velenje
• Istrabenz - large holding company e.g. food,
tourism, energy - www.istrabenz.si - Koper
• Akrapovic - exhaust system for autos & motorcycles - www.akrapovic.com - Ivankna Gorica
• Lek Pharmaceuticals – pharmaceuticals www.lek.si - Ljublijana
• REVOS - automobile manufacturing www.revoz.si/en - Ljublijana (Note: owned by
Renault)
• SIJ METAL RAVNE - rolled & forged steel products - www.sij.metalravne.com/en - Ravne
• CARTHAGO - recreational vehicles www.carthage-slovenija.si - Odranci
• Helios Tinting – paints www.helios-tinting.com - Kolicevo
• GEN-1 - carbonfree energy supplier www.gen-i-si/en - Krsko
• HIDRIA - electric motors - www.hidria.com Ljubljana
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• TES - design engineering www.tes.si/en - Maribor
• LTH Castings - alumnum components www.lthcastings.com - Skofija Loka
• BSH HISNI APARATI - household appliances www.bsh-group.com - Nazarje

HOLIDAYS

• January 1 - New Year’s Day
• January 2 - New Year’s
• February 8 - Preṡeren Day
• April 14 - Easter
• April 15 - Easter
• April 27 - Day of Uprising Against Occupation
• May 1 - Labor Day
• May 2 - Labor Day
• May 23 - Whit Sunday
• June 25 - Statehood Day
• August 15 - Assumption Day
• October 31 - Reformation Day
• November 1 - All Saints Day
• December 25 - Christmas
• December 26 - Independence and Unity Day
By Paul Mastilak
InterMark3, Inc.

Old town and the medieval Ljubljana castle on top of a forest
hill in Ljubljana, Slovenia
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Express News continued
•
•
•

Skilled labor shortages are a major detriment to
Czech Republic economy.
Japan proposes a 4-day work week.
Asia sees a rise in foreign direct investment.

Buenos Aires Times
• Venezuelan government hopes for a deal to end
US sanctions.
• Almost 2,000 Venezuelan refugees have been
murdered in Colombia.
• Argentina`s unemployment rate dropped
slightly to 10.2% in the 1st quarter.
Straits Times (Singapore)
• Businesses in Malaysia call for government to
re-open economy as lockdown extension looms.
• Many restaurants and bars have closed permanently or temporarily or must deal with dine-in
curbs and booking cancellations.
Reuters (US)
• VW plans to end sales of combustion engines in
2035.
• Envision AESC, a Chinese battery manufacturer,
will establish an electric battery factory in the
Hauts-de-France region of France. Initial employment is projected to be 1,000.

